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ELIZABETH ALICE AUSTEN JIOUSE
Address: 2 Hylan Boulevard, Rosebani, Wew York, Richmond County,
lew York.
 Present Owner: Manhettan Realty Corporation.
Pregent Oceupant: Mr. and Mrs. Hugh C. Humphreys.
Fresent Use: Private residence.
Statement of Altrough portions of this Staten Island structure
Siznilicance: reputedly date from around 1700, 1t did not assume

3

its presgent appesrance unbll after its parchase by
John H. Augten in 1344, The house cowmands an
excellent view of the Verrazeno Harrows and New York
Harbor., Auvsten's groecddaughter, Elizabeth Alice
Austen, an accowplilshed amateuwr photographer, lived
here from 1867 Lo 19L5.

PART T. [ISPORICAL INFORMATION

AL Physical History

Lo Orisinal and subsequent cwnerys: The Tolioving Jnlformation
on Lthe chaia of title is abstracited from Tm, u.s'ton Family.
'--*nci Thelr Iiome and the Iormer New York Yoeoht Club,” an

ele wviideh appearcd ‘n the The Staten Island Iu vborian,

ittan by Hush C. Buwphreyvs, a lswyer and occupant of the

Aepcording to the best evidence, Lhe house stands on land
matented to one George Browns on April 22, 1091, by
Governor Heniy whter, To L1723, vhen Lc neooster Symes
survaeyed the Tslead under o grant fron Quecn &nne o him
of 811l the vacant or unpa enbed land on Staten Io]

(the zaps o1 so-csiied

e

ied "sores” betwsen the
vatents), the proporiy wag appareutiy ouned b v Jm ooh,
Lamsert and Jokn Woulter (Wo.zl. terse, Voulters 3cm) and
the house was occupied by Jacob, Symes' revords reveal
tiat Jucob had been living in the Barrous sheliic
time grior te 1723, (The earliesht vecord of his boeing

1

on the Island dates to Aprll 5, L7092, in a reference to
his heiny elected as an assensor of The South FProoiack,

3
wbich inciuded the Narrows arem. )

afortummbely ao ovidence of (e
Browne to -,;Ou_:_'i:cr ocxiple, rzl’tuour;p it i definiite that
in L723 Weoultey resided on the Browne patent. Hor is
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there any evidence of the suosgquont transfer fron
Woulter. The Tirst ,egal evidenee of title ig an 19333
will of Jogéeph Lake

T 935 the form was purchased by Daniel Low, & prowinent
Staten Iuianﬂer, for the sus of $10,000. (About twenty

aYs earlier it had aoLu Tor ?w,)OO) Low thereafter
$orwvd a resit cstate development concern, the SDtaten
Tsland Asgocliation, and the ferm becasns part of its
828 scre tract near the Marrows. Roods were then laid
oub and the property was subdivided and soid. On Cctober
10, 184kL . John H. Austen, Allce's greadfather, purchased
the farmbouse and 2 half acre of land for the sum of
$2,5OG. Thereafter he acguerd adjor wicts until he
had approximately one acre of land.

The mortpare on the house wag foreclozed o 1909, The

o
property is now owned by the Manhattan Realty Corporation.
itlons and alterations:  In the

propcsed the owing theory fox

The Austen Houze Hegan 25 a one room frame dwelling
pullt in the late 17th oy early 184h Cenbury, and
throush ray years of gradunld additlon and nllberstion

grew into the

cottage we know today.

iy i
cxistant wder the ualls antt roct of the nresent house
ant the evidence shows that a lorge Iireplace once

The massive peams in this
2 broad : Y
Somotime »rior to 17730

: e Lo the houoo. At
thiz time o weesd iy ng conogtr 1ctad i1 the

2o 0715 WS

raCeRLiy uneovered

Tness nnc
8 10W-

aiung roof oAl wooden

colunms, Sgware ned

-JL/UL!Oi. .
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The stone sectlion of the house, which Jjuts out of the
rear of the frame part was bullt sonetime before thHe
American Revolution. The earliest port of this secbion.”
was o crudely consitructed litchen conbaining a large
firepjaca with & beke oven. 1n mceordance with the
custom cof the tlmes, the kitchen was probably cpi%ate
from the waln house, and sometime hereafter [ﬁLw] JOiﬂCQ
to it by the Mud*blon of another room. This stone ERC-
tion, until recently thousht to be the oldest part of
the house, is noteworthy for its fine deep windowseabs .
and casenents. '

- . 3 N .
By the early 1880's the houvﬂ vas an "L gheped structure
with the frase section paralleling the Hsrrows 2nd the

stone sectlion extandan* to uhe rear. The farm consisted
of a muber of outbulldings and at Least one other '
smndler house bull t almost on ihe beach. OF the 112

acres a little less than half wos cieared and farmed, the -
regt parhaps belng crchard. '

Thus within tyo yeoars of Tis [&uvﬁe ‘é} woving in, the
old Tireplace on the northern gable was removed and.
anothar room with Fireplace woas added onto the framne
section giving the house its present "T' shaped effect.
Kow dormers wera added, sone ol the cruder beamg boxed
in, and new floocring was laid over the old. To the
exterior were ndded fine, toll chimney pols, and an
shundance of trin, cspecialiy around the dormﬁr" and
along the ridge of the roof. Family tradition has 1%
that Japes Renwick, the wvell -kncwn Ameriocan aruh Lect,
made the house inte the charming Gothic cobtltage it is
today,

On April 10, 1878, the Richwond County Gozette published the
following Artzujo about the house:

An Cld ILandmarz

ﬁ \ijbCL 1n Lie ﬂ’" York I S . . » Speaks of one of ‘the
Cthe dgland: "ADber crossiag the vallw
the gtroet nearest the shovs. the
= odong ow coblage of HMr. Auscdn. Tt
ghation, where all vegsels anchov
Doctor » « . The scene is very
poing end lhe view of the bay.
years ago, and was ocoupled by
thay hae forvlflcations on the
Asworth, The iunterior is very

st of
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ntere
and 2

beamns, L desi taken from ships
cabins, thc Gorumer winuo*-rs, and the genernl sppearancs
" Lhe house mzke 1t cne of the most atiractive reiics

on u}; Lshm A messive stone chimney rises from the
2 1’-003“:’ in aivost the propoxi:zons of the
mids.  In the cellar it had a great fire-place to
nd Light that rcoom as the cwmarters for the slaves
of the faniiy. The fireplace in the perlior is faced
with tiles; zﬂuO years oid, from Amsterdan. They

I I N - = - 5 in R -

ue biblieadl subjects, a&s Lot, Jonah and
A
RS

[ I
ones that were uged
The

at West Polmt,

father; also, a 1 heshel
tong cceupled by Wask w8 :ften vizited

o

vy Lafeyettc, Rochambeszu, and cther

‘»L,

~

3. Taportant old views; the collecticns of the Dtaten Island
Fistorizal Soclety cre scverwl photographs of ihe house

taken by Alice Austen during the late centry

Hisboric Persons Assocd

zeboth Alice Austen (18686-1552), wore comuwonly knovn as
fusten, n srandfather's home From LEST to

when ‘tl_b ipe was Toreclosed.  She was Torced o
leave h 2y nome and 1 ] an innatoe of the City Farm

-,

Tea
Col ony on Stadten Island L1y before ho

o

.

pollection of GLO"LQg, Ve,

Island Higtor] =50 .,?Sf'o”c’ra.

prousht her rweticonal e ohe wes 1o
Dhobosra iir bLhe and hor sengitiy studied
orag nnve raevesled th Lhe o cne of the

arateur vhotopra _{bew“‘

Sources of Inforn

1. Publighed and

2 condn Iy sourees:

s}
l

MWan
L.

leo Auston, A Portioll
VI (Jaiy, 1957), hes, G-23,

a
S,

PR P b ey ke
ric Puotosran

It p .. s . o 1 "
frchitoots Suppor Staton
R e
April 10, 12067,
! 1% - T B A i R T .
"Austoen Houge Rotes Prlority,’ Dtoten Teland

17, 1967.
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"Gottage, " The New Yorker, September 30, 1967, . 36.

"Elizabeth Alice Austen.” (A pamphlet prepared by the Staten -
Tsland Historical Socicty). '

Humphreysa, Hugh €. "The Austen Famlly and Their Home and ﬁhefT
Former New Yorik Yacht Club," The Staten Xsland hlstorlan
XXVIII (April-June, 1967}, 9-16.

Humphreys, Hunn, and Benedict, Regina. "The Vflonds of Aldice
Austen, " Infinity, AVI (Juiy, ‘967), 6, 28-21,

"An 0ld Landmarl," Richmond County Gezette, April 10, 1878,

. L.

"$1.00,000 Needed Tor Austen House,” Preservation Nows, Moy,

1967.

PART IX, ARCHITECTURAL THFORMATION

A, Gonaral Statenent

1. Architectursl interest and merit: Althoush portions of this
Staten Island structure veputedly date Irom around 1700, it
did not assure its present appearance untii alter 1ts pur-
chase by Jobn H. Augtan in 1044, The houss comnands an
excelient view of the Verrawance Warrows and low York Herbor.

2. Condition of fubad Ia need o revslr.

B, Descrigition of Biterior

i r o sterieg:  Onz and one-rali stories.
2. HMumber oif buays: The frool (eas%) facade has five ircepularly
spaced bays,

3. lIayouwlt, shape: The buvilding

LR

is roughly Tw-shaped in plan.

.

. Fovndations: Irvepular fleldstone patched with brlcek.
i

5 goruction, findish and color: Clapboard pelinted
a1 wing oif guone.
G.  Structaral systen, FJimelng: VWooden
7. Porches, stoons: Fronl (esst) poreh is six bays vide with
golumns coneloting of open work of X'a. There s tongus-and-
o DN g

groove Uiocring.

8. Chimneys: Stone dhinmacys at acrth and soubh eunds of house;
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-

chimney. at north end has Ltwo stone chimney potls.

O

« Openings:

l_.:

a. Docrvays and doors; The Dutch-type front door has two-
panel, wooden lower section and glazed upper section
with diamond- ghapo panes. There 1s a box lock, large

strap hinges snd an irvon latch. The storm doow
also has disuond-shaped panes.

g

iron

ows: There are threes types of window sash: sone
have dizmmond panes, double-hung) Some ars CNE-OVer-0On0e
i dounle-hung: sz are casament

“a. Shape, covering: Gabled roof, covered
#, wpha}_t shingles.

L., Cornlice; Simple molied weoden cornlce.

-

e, Dormers: : gide of the house there are three
dormers with diarn paned windows, wooden mullions,
scrollvwork bargevoards with duatre-felil and dropped
r

‘ | pendant desipgns, There are three doraers on each of the
) ' rear and kKitchen sides; these dommers have six-over-sili
T <

R s )

light, cos-over-ons light, and diamond-pancd sash, all
double-hung-

C. Degeriplicon of Interior

£any

Lo Floor "Luqs} by floor:

_— : 5
SLall” ﬂq

Acor opsns Lobo
rooms and toe the

S To the norih
south one roon.  Iin the
rooms, withk smeilexr ro
sastern-nost of thess
The scubth of the ot
are two adjoinl

2. i ctolirs o uppsr Tloor.
3. Wooden Flooy noardse throuvghout

i, . - . "

grit The ;;.o:.}.i,n

1
t¥ ¥ Tiaeldsbone palols

wail of the gielrnoll i paneled vood.

The firat Tlocr sre plagterced

nedvn axposcd floor jolsi: N o . 00 the second

Tiocy the

plagbered

- I (R
ana orswey

5. Doorways:

cid yoodsn Aoors.
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Central hcating, Tn the room to the scouth of the
i i impice brick fiveplace with wooden

. Site and Suwrroundings

]

1. Oriemtation and general sotling: The house faces Bagt,

overlooking the Verrazano Harrows and the New York Horbor.

&

Prepured by Diansg S. Walte
Architectural Historloan
[Ty : S};CQ
EEVE
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